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In an era marked by climate change, environmental degradation, and 

ecological anxiety, literature has emerged as a powerful medium for 

rethinking humanity’s relationship with the natural world. Eco-criticism 

offers a critical framework that examines how literary texts represent 

nature, environmental ethics, and the complex interactions between 

humans and their surroundings. By integrating literature into 

environmental education, eco-criticism encourages awareness, 

responsibility, and sustainable thinking. 

What Is Eco-criticism? 

Eco-criticism is a literary and cultural field that analyzes the relationship 

between literature and the environment. Emerging in the late twentieth 

century, it focuses on how nature is portrayed in texts and how human 

actions impact the natural world. The field examines: 

 Human–nature relationships 

 Environmental ethics and responsibility 

 The significance of place and space in literary representation 

Eco-criticism is inherently interdisciplinary, drawing on environmental 

science, philosophy, history, sociology, and cultural studies. It analyzes 

various literary genres—novels, poetry, drama, and non-fiction—to 

convey ecological themes and concerns. 

Key Literary Voices in Eco-critical Discourse 

Richard Powers 

Richard Powers is an American novelist whose works explore the effects 

of modern science and technology on human life and the environment. His 

writing highlights the interconnected lives of humans and trees, 

emphasizing the idea that nature is not separate from humanity but deeply 

embedded in human existence. Through his narratives, Powers invites 

readers to reconsider ecological interdependence and environmental 

responsibility. 



Barbara Kingsolver 

Barbara Kingsolver’s fiction often addresses social justice, community, 

and environmental sustainability. One of her most eco-critical narratives 

explores the consequences of climate change through the unexpected 

arrival of monarch butterflies in a small Appalachian town. This natural 

disruption becomes a symbol of global ecological imbalance and human-

induced environmental change, showing how distant actions affect local 

lives. 

Abdul Rahman Munif 

Drawing on his Arab and Iraqi heritage, Abdul Rahman Munif presents a 

powerful critique of environmental and cultural exploitation in his 

renowned series Cities of Salt. The novels portray the transformation of an 

Arabian Gulf society due to oil exploration, highlighting the clash between 

tradition and modernity, environmental destruction, and the loss of 

cultural identity. Munif’s work expands eco-criticism beyond Western 

contexts, emphasizing postcolonial and political dimensions of 

environmental discourse. 

Eco-feminism and Environmental Justice 

Eco-criticism also intersects with eco-feminism, which links the 

exploitation of nature to the oppression of women. Eco-feminist thought 

emphasizes nurturing, care, and sustainability, viewing nature as a life-

giving force rather than a resource to be consumed. As Anne Frank 

metaphorically suggests, nature—like a mother—continuously nurtures 

humanity and provides for its needs. 

Closely related are environmental justice studies, which focus on how 

environmental harm disproportionately affects marginalized communities. 

This perspective reinforces the ethical dimension of eco-criticism, 

stressing fairness, accountability, and inclusivity in environmental 

discussions. 

Conclusion 

Eco-criticism plays a vital role in contemporary education by using 

literature to foster environmental awareness and ethical engagement. 

Through literary exploration, students and readers are encouraged to 

appreciate, respect, and protect the natural world. By bridging imagination 

and ecological reality, eco-critical education contributes to building a more 

sustainable and environmentally conscious future. 


