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Major Prefix

« A prefix usually, but not always, indicates location, time, number,

or status.

* A prefix is added to the beginning of a word to influence the

meaning of that term.

* Not all medical terms contain prefixes, but if present, the prefix can
have an important influence on the meaning of the term.

1. Prefixes — Numbers

Prefixes Meaning Example

mono one Monocular sasl 5 31 53

uni one Unicellular 4l as

Prim first Primitive

semi Half,partial Semisolid cla caal

di tow Dimorphic JSill A

tri 3 Tricuspid plesall S35

tetra 4 Tetrahydrofolate < s s uell el
multi many Multicentric S all e
poli Many,much Polymorphism J&&Y) yae
2. Prefixes — Colors

Prefixes Meaning Example

cyan blue cyanosis

eryth red erythrocytes

leuk white leukocytes

melan black melanoma

xanth yellow xanthoderma

3. Prefixes — Negative

Prefixes Meaning Example

anti against Antidote 3.8

contra against contraceptiondesl) xile
dis remove Dissect Jl~

in note insignificantiwa¥! ane
im note immobilization(<laie je) dasi




4. Prefixes — Degree

Prefixes Meaning Example

hyper over Hypertention aal Jaaa 8334 )
hypo under hypoxiacsaus ¥ i

oligo few Oligomenorrhea Cuwlall 5 )3
pan all Pancytopeniailalall iy <) 438
super above Supernumerary 3l ge 334 3

5. Prefixes — Size and comparison

Prefixes Meaning Example

equi equal Equilateral g3y (5 sludia
hetero unequal heterogeneous iaia ¥
homo same Homogeneous uxlaie

re again Pseudoplegia <3S JLs
pseudo false regurgitationg\s3_)

6. Prefixes — Time and Position

Prefixes Meaning Example

ante before Antenatal 3¥ 5l J&

pre before Predisposing 2l

post after postmenopausalustll s 22

Ex, ecto outside Ectopic pregnancyas_ll z )& Jasll
syn together synapse ssac <Ll

7. Prefixes — Directions

Prefixes Meaning Example

circum around circumoraladl) Js~

intra within withindlall Jals

epi On, over epitheliumS>tall mall
supra above retroperitonealsll (3 5
inter between intercostalg Sua¥) G
ab Away from Abduction asall e 3am
ad toward adductionawall (e 4y A




8. Prefixes — type

Auto-:self i
co-:with, together (T
cry-:cold b

Crypto-:hidden e
Dys-:difficult ,painful ,abnormal ,bad  a. iwe e i e
glyco- ,gluco-:sweet,sugar PR

gyn- ,gyneco-:female i



