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Major suffixes 

A suffix usually, but not always, indicates the procedure ,condition, 

disorder, or disease. We usually read the meaning of medical terms from 

the suffix back to the beginning and then across. 

1. Suffixes- Diagnosis 

Suffix  Meaning  Example 

-ectasia 
Expansion 

 رىسغ

Angiectasia 

 رىسغ الاوػٍخ

-megaly 
Enlargement 

 رضخُ

Cardiomegaly 

 رضخُ اٌمٍت

-cele 
Hernia or Protrusion 

 فزك او ٔزىء

Cystocele 

اٌّثبٔخ فزك  

-emia 
Blood 

 دَ

Hyperglycemia اررفبع 

 اٌذَ ثشىً غٍز طجٍؼً

-iasis 
Formation 

 رشىًٍ

Nephrolithiasis 

 رحصً اٌىٍى

-itis 
Inflammation 

 اٌزهبة

Gastritis 

 اٌزهبة اٌّؼذح

-malacia 
Softening 

 هشبشخ

Osteomalacia 

 هشبشخ اٌؼظبَ

-oma 
Tumor 

 ورَ

Nephroma 

 ورَ وٍىي

-pathy 
Disease 

 ِزض

Adenopathy 

 رضخُ اٌغذح اٌٍّفٍخ

-phobia 
Fear 

 خىف

Hydrophobia 

داء اٌىٍت او اٌخىف ِٓ 

 اٌّبء

-ptosis 
Falling 

 هجىط

Blepharoptosis 

 هجىط اٌجفٓ

-rrhexis 
Rupture 

 رّشق

Cardiorrhexis 

 رّشق اٌمٍت

-sclerosis 
Hardening 

 رصٍت

Atherosclerosis 

اٌشزآٌٍرصٍت   

-trophy 
Growth 

 ّٔى

Hypertrophy 

 سٌبدح فً إٌّى

 

 

 



2. Suffixes- Symptomatic 

Suffix  Meaning  Example 

-algia 
Pain 

 اٌُ

Neuralgia 

 اٌُ ػصجً

-oid 
Similar 

 ِشبثه

Fibroid 

 ٌٍفً

-osis 
Increase, excess 

 سٌبدح ، فبئط

Lymphocytosis 

 سٌبدح اٌٍّفبوٌبد

-penia 
Decrease 

 ٔمصبْ

Neurtopenia 

 ٔمص فً ػذد وزٌبد اٌذَ

 اٌجٍضبء

-rrhagia 
Excess flow 

 رذفك سائذ

Menorrhagia 

 غشارح اٌطّث

-rrhea 
Discharge, flow 

 رفزٌغ، رذفك

Diarrhea 

 أسهبي
 

3. Suffixes- Operative 

Suffix  Meaning  Example 

-desis 
Surgical fixation 

 رثجٍذ جزاحً

Arthrodesis 

 رثجٍذ ِفصً

-ectomy 
Excision, Removal 

 اسزئصبي، إساٌخ

Tonsillectomy 

 إسزئصبي اٌٍىسرٍٓ

-pexy 

Fixation or 

Suspension 

 رثجٍذ اورؼٍٍك

Hysteropexy 

 رثجٍذ اٌزحُ

-plasty 
Surgical correction 

 رصحٍح جزاحً

Hernioplasty 

 رصحٍح اٌفزك

-rhaphy 
Suturing 

 خٍبطخ

Staphylorrhaphy 

 خٍبطخ شك اٌحٕه

-scopy 

The process of 

viewing with a scope 

 ػٍٍّخ ِٕظبر

Gastroscopy 

 رٕظٍز اٌّؼذح

-stomy 

The surgical creation 

of a new opening 

 فزح جزاحً

Colostomy 

 فزح اٌمىٌىْ

-tomy 
Incision 

 شك

Phlebotomy 

 شك اٌىرٌذ

-tripsy 

Crushing or 

Friction 

 سحك او احزىبن

Lithotripsy 

 رفزٍذ اٌحصى

 



4. Suffixes- Others 

Suffix  Meaning  Example 

-genic 
Origin 

 اصً

Myogenic 

 ػضًٍ

-gram 
Record or picture 

 رخطٍظ او صىرح

Electrocardiogram 

 رخطٍظ اٌمٍت اٌىهزثبئً

-logy 
Study of 

 دراسخ

Biology 

 ػٍُ الاحٍبء

-lysis 
Dissolution 

 رحًٍ

Hemolysis 

 أحلاي اٌذَ

-scope 
Instrument 

 أداح

Stethoscope 

 سّبػخ اٌطجٍت

 

 

5. Suffixes - Condition of 
In medical terminology, many suffixes, such as -osis, mean " condition of 

or disease. ” For example, gastrosis means any disease of the stomach 

(gastr means stomach, and -osis means condition of or disease). 

Commonly used suffixes meaning “condition of or disease ” are shown in 

Table .  

 
Suffix  Example 

-ia  Phobia رهبة   

-ism  Alcoholism دِبْ اٌىحىي   

-osis  Acidosis اٌحّبض   

-y  Tetany رشٕج   

 

6. Suffixes – Specialties 

Suffix  Example 

-ian  Physician اٌطجٍت اٌّؼبٌج 

-iatrics  Pediatrics طت الأطفبي   

-ics  َطت اٌؼظب Orthopedics 

-ist  Cardiologist طجٍت لٍت   

-logy  Physiology ػٍُ وظبئف الأػضبء   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



7. Suffixes- Pertaining to 

An adjective is a word that defines or describes a thing. In medical 

terminology, many suffixes meaning “ pertaining to ” are used to change 

the meaning of the word root into an adjective. For example, the term 

cardiac is an adjective that means pertaining to the heart (cardi means 

heart, and -ac means pertaining to). 
 

Suffix  Example 

-ac  Cardiac ػضلاد لٍجٍخ    

-al  Skeletal اٌهٍىً اٌؼظًّ   

-ar  Muscular ػضًٍ   

-ary  Dietary, secondary اٌثبٔىٌخ اٌغذائٍخ   

-form  Muciform ِخبطً   

-ic  Hepatic وجذي   

-ical  Anatomical رشزٌحً   

-ile  Febrile حّى   

-ory  Respiratory رٕفسً   

-ous  Venous, cutaneous ورٌذي ، جٍذي   

 

Singular / Plural endings 
 

Singular  Plural 

a  ae  
Gingiva 

Bursa 

Gingivae 

Bursae 

en  ina  Foramen  Foramina 

ex, ix, yx  ices  Appendix  Appendices 

is  es  
Diagnosis 

Metastasis 

Diagnoses 

Metastases 

ma  mata  Stigma  Stigmata 

nx  nges  Phalanx  Phalanges 

on  a  Spermatozoon  Spermatozoa 

um  a  Ovum  Ova 

us  i  
Embolus 

Alveolus 

EmboLi 

alveoli 

itis  itides  Meningitis  meningitides 

 


