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Title: What is a Topic Sentence? 

Subtitle: Understanding its Role in Paragraphs 

Definition of a Topic Sentence 

 

"A topic sentence is a sentence that expresses the main idea or 

central point of a paragraph." 

Emphasize that it often appears at the beginning of a paragraph. 

Characteristics of a Topic Sentence 

 

Clarity: Clearly states the main idea of the paragraph. 

Unity: Keeps the paragraph focused on a single topic. 

Coherence: Helps to connect the paragraph to the overall theme of 

the writing. 

Examples of Topic Sentences 

Example topic sentences from various types of writing: 

Expository: "The benefits of regular exercise extend beyond 

physical health." 

Narrative: "The trip to the amusement park was filled with 

unexpected adventures." 

Argumentative: "Increased taxation on sugary beverages can help 

combat obesity." 

 



Functions of Topic Sentences 

 

Signal the beginning of a new idea or paragraph. 

Provide a roadmap for the reader, indicating what to expect in the 

paragraph. 

Help maintain the overall organization and coherence of the 

writing. 

Importance of Topic Sentences in Writing 

Essential for organizing and structuring paragraphs effectively. 

Aid in comprehension for the reader by clearly stating the main 

idea. 

Contribute to the flow and logical progression of ideas throughout 

the text. 

 


