If you ask me, ...

Indirect questions - Question tags + The bady - Informal English

STARTER
1 All of these sentences are correct. 1 Choose the correct question tag.
Why is there no does in sentences 2 and 3? 1 It's a beautiful day, did he?
1 Where does she live? 2 You like learning English, isn't it?
2 | know where she lives. 3 You've been to Australia, didn't they?
3 Can you tell me where she lives? 4 Henry didn't say that, don't you?
5§ They had a good time, | haven't you?
A STRANGER IN TOWN
Indirect questions
1 Frank has just checked into his _ What Frank wants to know What Frank says
hotel in Toronto. Look at the information i
he wants, then listen to the conversation, [ 1 Could you help me? I wonderif_______ help me.
Complete his sentences, ! Are we near the CN Tower? I'm not sure near the
CH Tower.
3 Are there any good restaurants Can you tell me any
nearby? good restaurants nearby?
4 ‘What time do the banks close? 1 dan’t know what time
5 Which restaurant did you suggest?

B&  Unit1 - If you ask me, ..



GRAMMAR SPOT PRACTICE

1 Look at what Frank says, These are Asking polite questions
Indicect questions. How does the word 1 Match a word in A with a line in B and alinein C,
order change? =
2 What happens to do/does/did in indirect | A B c
questions? : newspaper times have you been on a plane?
3 When do we use if in indirect questions? | football team | do you support?
| | 0
== Grammar Reference 1L1 p149 | What tang | sports do you like?
e - ‘ How far do you read?
| Which kind of is it ta the airport from here?
1 Read tapescript 11.1 on p131 and practise mary time do you spend watching TV?
the conversation. Then close your books much | does it take you to get ready in the morning?

and do it again, '

¥ Work with a partner. Ask and answer indirect questions using the

3} Here is some mare information that Frank i E :
ideas in exercise 1.

wants, Use the prompts to ask indirect
questions. Could you tellme ... 7

1 What's the population of the city? o b L

(Do you know ... 7)

2 15 there an underground?
(Could you tell me ... ?)

3 Where are the best shops?
(Can you tell me .., ?)

4 Where can 1 go for a run in the
mornings?
(Do you happen to know ... ?)

5 Is there a museum near here?
(Do you have any idea ... 7)

6 What do people do in the evening?
{(Iwonder ... )

4 Work with a partner. Ask and answer
imilar indirect questions about a city

know well,

Finding out about Zinedine Zidane

3 What do you know about Zinedine Zidane?

4 Askabout Zinedine Zidane using these phrases and the prompts 1-5.

| I'wonder . .. I'd like to know . .

| I harve moidea . . . Does anybody know . . . |

I where/born

2 how many brothers and sisters

3 which clubsiplayed for ( I wonder where he was born
1 married '
3 how many childrenfhave

5 Waork with a partner.
Student A Look at p155. Student B Look at pl356.
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EVERYDAY ENGLISH
Question tags

1 Listen to Sam, aged 4, talking to Kevin, his father.

!!gﬂgr ine the quesﬁnn tng;-;_
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Daddy?
Yes, Sam?
Suiie didn’t go to school this morning, did she?

Moy, Sam, its the weekend, and theres no school at
weekends.

I'm going to start school next year, aren’t [

That's right. You'll be at the same school as buzie,
But not at weekends. You like weekends, don't you,
Draddy?

Yes, 1 certainly do. I can spend more time with vou!
Cun T have another biscuit, Daddy?

ARIRY Listen again. Does Sam’s intonation go up or
down on the question tags?

2 Complete the conversation between Kevin and his
personal assistant using a question tag from the box.

didnt 1?7  ism'tit?  am1?  haven't |7

K

e O R O R O

K

QIED listen and check. Does Kevin’s intonation go up

Now, what's happening today? I've got a meeting
this afternoon, 4

Yes, that's right. With Henry and Tom.

And the meeting’s here, 3

No, it isn't. It's in Tom's office at 3 o'clock,

Oh! I'm not having lunch with anyone, i
Mo, you're free for lunch.

Good! And [ signed Mr Halabi's contract,

Mo, you didn't actually. It's on your desk.

OFK. I'll do it now. Thanks a lot.

or down on the question tags?

¥} Practise the conversations with a partner.
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GRAMMAR 5POT

1 Which speaker, 5am or Kevin, uses question tags to mean . . .7

* I'm not sure, 50 I'm checking,
» Talk to me, | want to have a conversation with you

1 How de we form question tags?
P Grammar Reference 11.2 pl49




READING AND SPEAKING

How well do you know your world?

PRACTICE

Question tags and intonation

1 Look at the sentences and write the question tags.

m— T

|1 Rismtverywarmtoday, 7 % |

1 Youcan cock, 7

1 You'we gota DVD player, ¥

e ————

4 Marys very clever, ?

—eee

5 There are a lot of peoplehere, 7

i The book wasn't very good, 7

7 I'masilly person, ?

8 Youarem't going cut dressed likethat, 7 |

Listen and check. Write ._~¥ if the questions tag goes

up and = if it goes down,

Match a response with a sentence in exercise 1.

"% Yes, She’s extremely bright.

[ Believe it or not, [ haven't. I've got a laptap, though.

[l Why? What's wrong with my clothes? [ thought [ looked
really coaol,

] No, it’s freezing.
Mo, you're not. Everybody makes mistakes.

L Me? No! I can't even boil an egg.

L T know! It’s absolutely packed. I can’t move!

[ It was terrible! The worst I've read in ages.

JRIEY Listen and check. Practise the conversations with a partner,

Conversations

3 Add three qur:.liti:m tags to the conversation below. Do l]1e}- g0
up or down#

It's 50 heautiful.

What is?

The view, That's the CN Tower.

What?

The CN Tower.

The CN Tower isn't that tall.

Oh yes, it is. It's the tallest building in Toronto.

=-Eem ez

Listen and compare,

4 Look at pl56. Choose one of the conversations and add question
tags. Learn it by heart, and act it out for the rest of the class,

IRIE® Listen and compare.

1 Do you know the answers to these questions?

1 What are the Earth's oldest
living things?

2 What man-made things on Earth
can be seen from space?

3 What is the most terrible natural
disaster to have hit the Earth?

4 Why do women live longer
than men?

5 Why isn’t there a row 13 on
aeroplanes?

& Why do they drive on the
left in Britain and on the right
in other countries?

7 How many new words enter the
English language every year?

1 Put one of these lines before each question
in exercise 1. What is true for you?

| think | know what,fwhy . . I'm not sure . ..
Ithink...  Thave noidea. ..

| den't know ... | wonder . .

(1 think I know wity women live
longer than men. It’s because ...

j{

[ I have no idea what the

Earth’s oldest [iving things are.

Discuss your ideas as a class. N

Which question interests you the most?
Read the answers to the questions on pages
90 and 91. How much did you already know?
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90

3 Here are the last lines of the seven answers.

Which answer do they go with?

a The country with the highest life
expectancy is Japan - 84 years for women
and 77 for men.

b |Ft|1¢'}" do, one will die within a YEar,

¢ Itis likely that this explosion wiped out all
the dinosaurs.

d Itsinteresting to note that Samuel
Johnson spent 8 years writing the first
English dictionary, published in 1755.

¢ You can also see fires burning in the
tropical rainforest.

f It has also endured climatic catastrophes,
and nuclear bomb testing - and still it
lives on!

g However, most of them are former British
Colonies.

Here are seven questions, one for each text.

What do the underlined words refer to?

I Where is the oldest one in the world?

2 Why is this difficult 1o see from space?

3 How many of them does it accept every
year?

4 How did thev become extinct?

5 Why don't most countries do this like the
British#

& Do they have a thirteenth floor?

7 Why are they more likely to have accidents?
Answer questions 1-7.

These numbers are from the texts. What do
they refer to?

| 4800 15 200 65 million
M osix 4000 193

Producing a class poster

& What else would you like to know about

the world? Worl in groups and write some
questions, Think of:

places (countries, cities, buil dings)

peaple [customs, languages, superstitions,
famous paaple)

things (machines, gadgets, transportation, etc.)
= plants and animals

Check round the class to see if ANYOnE Can
dNSWEeT fu"l.llllr L]I..l:!:\it'i.ﬂ!'lﬁ

Choose two questions you wrote in exercise 6
and research the answers. You could use the
Internet or an encyclopedia.

Make them into a poster for vour classroom,
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1® What are the
Earth’s oldest
living things?

G The White Moumtains of
California are home W our
oldest [ving things — trees!
The ocldest tree In the world,
Mathusaiah, has roots that go
back aver 4 600 years. This makes
it older even than the Great
Pyramids of Giza in Egypt. The 26500t
bristlecone pine tree is the oldest of many ;
that have outlived civilization after civilization. | |

2® What man-made things on
Earth can be seen from space?

@ ‘Whan humans firs! Tew i space, hey ware
amazred o discowver thar [fe only man-madea
object visible from orbit was the Great
Wall of China.' Although this is a nice
idea, it's not true, The Greal Wall is
mostly grey stons in a grey landscape
and, in fact, i1s very difficult to see
even from a plane flying at a mere 15
kilometres above, What can be seen
when orbiting the Earth (from about
200 kilometres up) are the lights of the
world's large metropolitan areas. |

3® What is the most terrible

natural disaster to have hit the
Earth?

'@ Earthguakes, volcanic eruptions, and hurricanes are
responsible for the deaths of thousands of people every year.

One of the most viclent earthouakes ever recorded was in
Ecuador in 1906, It was the aguivalent of 100 Hbomos, but
it was nothing compared 1o 8 volcanic eruption in Tambora,
Indonesia in 1815, This was the eguivalent of 10,000
Hbombs, But, even these are nothing
. comparad 1o many tropical hurricanes:
they regularly have the energy of an
amazing 100,000 H-bombs.
Howeves, there (s one natural disaster
that beats afl of these by a very long
way = a meteor that hit the Earth 85
million years ago and caused an
axplogion the egunalent of 10
revllicin Hebombs.




‘you knowyour world?

You ask ... we answer!

4® Why do women live longer 6® Why do they drive on

than men?

9 Wiormen generally live about s vaars [onger than
men, Evidence suggests that boys are the weakear
sex at hirth, which means that more
die i infancy, Men alsa have a
presater risk of heart disease
thary wiarmen, and they
have higarl attacks
earliar in life. Men
generally have more
apgrassive behavour,
particulary when
driving, o they are
mare likely to die
in accidents, Also,
men are more oftenin
dangerous oocupations,
such as construction
Wl
Historically, wornen died in
childbirth and men in wars. So
unmarried women and philosophers often lived to
preat ages. Mow childbearing is less risky and there

are fewer wars. | |

5@ Why isn't there a row 13
on aeroplanes?

0 In mary countrigs, the numbear 13 i= considered to be
very unlucty. In France, there s never a house with
the number 13, In the United States, modern high-
rige buddings label the floor that tollows 12 as 14,

Where did this Tear of & numbear
come from? Tha idea goes
hack at laast 1o Norsea
mythaology in ancient
times. There was A
Danguet with 12
guests. Lok, who
was evil, decided to
join them without
being invited. In
the fight that
followsed, Balder,
the son of Ddin,
wat killed,
This story is probakly
the arigin of the
idea that 13 people
shouldn’t sit at the
table to eat. :

the left in Britain and on
the right in other countries?

0 The reason for this goes back to the days when people

travelled by horse, Most people are right handed, and
thus the left i the natural side 10

ride on if you arg an horseback

and you need your nght hand Lo

hold a sward in case of trouble.

S0 why didn't the rest of the

world do the same? Because of

Mapoleon Bonaparte. He insisted

that his ermies marched on the

rightt, and as he marched through

Eurcpe, he imposad this rule

whiarever b went, In the

twentieth century Adaolf Hither

clicd thwe same E.i_grlﬁ resad ing

‘Rechts fabhren were put up

winanevar ha ook aver a

COLniry.

The guestion suggests that only

the Brntish drive an the left, but in fact, out of 193
sountries in the world, thera are aboul 50 that drive on
the left, including Japan. _|

7®How many wnrds enter

the English Ianguage
every year?

0 Unfortunately no list is kept. In

France there is the Acadéamie

francaise which aporaves

new words, but in England

there are only dictionaries.

The most authoritative of

thesa is the Osforg English

Dictionary (OED), but this

does not Make rules about

tha language. it simply recards

the develppment of English

worldwides. It accepts about 4,000 new

words (ar new usas) evary yaar The DED has readers in
all English-speaking parts of the world, whi record
repeated uses of new wards, including numerous
technical terms, Traditionally, a word had to be used
five times, in five different places, over five years
befare it could go inta the dictionary. However, now in
the 215t cantury, with new technology, new wards and
uzes are included much more guickly. For examples
SOMETRIRE like text messaging' got in sconer because
it became so widely used so guickly. [ |
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LISTENING AND SPEAKING VOCABULARY AND IDIOMS
The forgetful generation What can your body do?
1 Listen to the introduction to a radio programme called 1 Asa class, write all the parts of the body
Whats Your Problem? and answer the questions. that you know on the board,
* What problem are they talking about? 1 Work with a partner. Which parts of the
» What do they think is causing it? body do you use to:
1 [Mscuss these questions, klck chew
= Does your lifestyle mean that you have a lot to remember to do each day? lick stare
+ Do you think modem society is busier and more stressful than 100 years ago? :
= How do you remember all the things that you have to do each day? bite t.hi“k
3 Listen to Ellen, Josh, and Fiona, and take notes. hold hlt
' drop
| What did they forget? What did they do? :
= — climb

3 Match a verb from exercise 2 with a noun
or phrase from the box.

h
o I a ladder an ice-cream
litter on the ground into an apple
about the meaning of life  a football
| P E— a baby in your arms gum
" , a nail with a hamemer into space

4 QLRALD Listen to the rest of the radio programme and
answer the questions.

1 What is Professor Alan Buchans job?

2 What is it about some modern day working practices
that causes forgetfulness?

3 Why did the woman think that she was going insane?
4  What was the woman’s problem?
5 What helped the woman feel more relaxed?

6 Droes Professor Buchan advise |:|3i.|15 a computer to
help remember things?

7 What does he advise? Why?

8 How does the presenter try to be funny at the ei -
of the interview?

What do you think?

+ Do vou think Professor Buchan's
explanation for forgetfulness is true?

= Do you know any stories of forgetfulness,
either your onwn or somebody else’s?
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EVERYDAY ENGLISH
Informal English

1 When we speak, we use a lot of informal language, depending on
who were speaking to.

4 Look at these idioms. Can you guess their
meaning?

| hold your breath

kiss something goodbye
hit the rocf . In the conversations, choose the correct expression
| think twice [about samething) : A :
kick the habit 1 A What do you say we break for lunch?
B L Greatidea. | :
‘ drap someone a line e We can grab a sandwich at the snack bar.
L1 Igetic
Complete the sentences. Use the idioms 2 A [ How are you doing?
above, If necessary, change the form of _| What are you up to?
the verb. The first letter of each missing B Nothing much. Just sitting around watching TV.
word is given. A You're such a couch potato.
B [ Hey, take a break! I work hard all weelc I like
I The best way to stop hiccups is to — A ' ]
b i 2. Pﬁar]d Hey, give me a break! to relax at weekends.
count ta ten, 3 A Quick! Give me your homework so I can copy it.
B [] Lookout!
2 My parents h e — ‘*-,'njl.w.'-:v' Do your own homework!
when I said I wanted to leave ; L S
university. 4 A Did vou mend the TV?
Rt e 3 e . B | Kind ot ; z i : i -
3 Tve “]_E*I S I e S0 Hp biting 3 All right ! Channel 45 OK, but we still can't get Sky TV.
my nails, but [ just can't k = bty i, i .
the k ; A Anything good on tonight?

B ] Dunno.
1 What’s up?

4 1 almost bought a new sports car, bul Look in the paper.

T e e about it

and realized it wasn’t such a great idea. 5 A What do you call that stuif you use to clean between
your teeth?

B What do you meant

A L Yousee!
] You know!

5 A Ilost my purse with £200 in it.
B Well, you can k that

money g ! | It’s like string. White,

6 D meal when B [ wow! v lental i
you know what time you're coming, L] Oh! ST e ok,
and I'll meet you at the airport. A Yeah. That's it!

ERIRD 1isten and check. Practise the conversations with a partne

WRITING: Words that join ideas

1 Underling the examples of informal language. How do we say them
P Go to pl18 more formally? Be careful if you try to use them!
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