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C- Preparation of the site

-The area around the puncture site should be cleaned with a gauze

pad saturated with 70% isopropanol. Cleaning should be in a circular

motion from the site outward.

Important tips

1. Allow alcohol to dry before aspiration of blood because traces of

alcohol may cause hemolysis.

2. The skin should be cleaned with benzalkonium chloride if the

collected sample will be used for ethanol determination. %%

















Skin puncture

-This is the second method of blood collection in which the

skin is punctured with a lancet and a small volume of blood

is collected into a capillary tube.

-The first drop should be wiped off and subsequent drops are

collected.

-The depth of the incision should be less than 2.5 mm to

avoid contact with bone.



In practice, this method is used in situation where:

1. Pediatric age group (sample volume is limited).

2. Severe veins damage due to repeated venipuncture.

3. Unavailable veins because they have been burned or

bandaged.

4. Point of care tests (e.g. blood glucose or hemoglobin).

-Many sites can be used for skin puncture including tip of

fingers, earlobe, heel or big toe of infants.






