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– Carbonyl compounds are molecules containing the 

carbonyl group, C=O. These include: 

Aldehydes and ketones contain the carbonyl group. 

Aldehydes are considered the most important functional 

group. They are often called the formyl or methanoyl group. 

Aldehydes derive their name from the dehydration 

of alcohols. Aldehydes contain the carbonyl group bonded 

to at least one hydrogen atom.  
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