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Symptoms of a herpes simplex eye 
infection 

 
 Symptoms of a herpes simplex eye 

infection can include: 

•a red eye  

•eye pain 

•swelling around the eye 

•sensitivity to bright light 

•a watering eye 

•blurred vision 

Usually only 1 eye is affected. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/red-eye/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/watering-eyes/
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Treatments for herpes simplex eye 

infections 

 

Most herpes simplex eye infections get better 

in 1 to 2 weeks, although they can last longer. 

Treatment is usually needed to reduce the risk 

of complications. 

The main treatments are: 

•antiviral eyedrops or ointment ; day for up to 2 

weeks 

•steroid eyedrops  

•antiviral tablets  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/steroids/
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Thank you for your 
attention 


