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composition Subject D 'be 
diffiescn your education up to now M~ the 

1 erent schools and O • --..vu 
B · · co eges YOU have attended. nng into Your CODlJ)OSition the difficulties and 
successes you have had and anything dse 
member clearly. you 

Structure Practice 
Here are two examples of the type of sentence practised in this composition: 

When / was five years old, I started my primary education. 
1 studied for four hours every evening while I was preparing for my final flXllminations. 

Use the following incomplete sentences, substitution tables and questions to talk about your education. 
Whenever poSSiole say things which could be true. Try to make up similar semen~ and questions d your own. 

1. Complete the following sentences. You can complete each sentence several in different ways. 

Before I went to school, . . . . . . . . 
When I was ... years old, . . . . . . . . 
After I had studied for .•. years in primary schooi ....... . 
While I was studying in secondary school, ....... . 

Example: Before I went to school, I spent my time playing with my friends. 

Ask one another the following questions. You can answer each question in many different ways. 

2. 
fountain pen? 
bicycle? 

Wb pair of long trousers ? en were you given your first watch? 
handbag? 
(etc.) 

Examp1 • I sed the entrance examination to secondary e. was given my first bicycle when I pas 
school. 

3. 
subjects did you study 

\Vb t &~es did you play when you were at 
~e ~d You live 

kind of clothes did you wear 

primary school ? 
intermediate school ? 
secondary school? 
university? ? 
teacher training college. 

~am I ndary school Pe: 1 wore a school unifonn when I was at seco 
1 

1111.........._ 
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before you heard the ~es~t of th intermediate school final 

· re studying ,or e · ·ty · did ou feel while you we f uruvers1 entrance exan,;"···11.1 
How Y after you heard the result O secondary school ~.~vu 

Example: 
excited 

. frightened before I heard the result of the secondary school entrance examiJlati 
I felt very hopeful on. 

worried 

5 
Below is an incomplete substitution table. Use this to make up complete sentences. It is JlOSSl'b~ 

· to make up a large number of different sentences. "" . 

I began to learn English 
I went to a boarding school 
I successfully passed all my examinations 

when ....... . 
before ...... . . 

I used to wear .. . 
I had to travel ... miles every day 

after ...... .. 
while ....... . 

I ate my lunch at home 
I studied for ... hours every evening 

Example: I studied for four hours every evening while I ~as preparing for my final examinarious. 

1 For this composition you have practised sentences containi.rig cf a use~ ·which begin with 
the words when, before, after, while. We shall call these clauses time clauses. 

Sample dary school, I started studying French and~ 
Composition We were not taught very . well becausetbe Vilt 
R teachers had gone to the war. Wh~ to 

ead through the following: ended in 1944, the teachers came ~OIi to 
Before I went to h l, 

1 
school. In I 945 I sat the entrance ex aitinB fct 

ing with my friend spent my time play- senior secondary school. While I w3::! felt vdY 
I bad to stay at h s. en the weather was bad, the results of this examination, I ag-
to teach me to r:e and my mother used to try worried. I assed tlJii 

ol_d, I .started :: =· When 1 ~as five I was given my first bicycle when p etY J1l0!1'" 
to go h:: m a small town :s~:cation. My examination. I had to cycle six miles :red~ 
finished bell rang for lun~:- ~sed ing before I reached school. Afrer /: VfJ"f i,,id: 
used to la quickly ran back · er I secondary school, I started study enin8 .,fldl 
before th~~ football in the sch~~ sfhool. We did three hours' homework e~erY_evtbe 

· at Primary sc:noon classes began P ayground got home. While I was studyil18 '" 1 we 
The SCCond 001, I studied ve : When 1. was I often wanted to go out. At scb~o00s ,~ 
Primary sch world war started SlIDple subJects. play football or tennis in the aft I wSS p1,.yill8 
entrance ex 00~ fo~ three Years 

I 
er 1 had been at the weather was good. Once, while a seboal pet' 

I felt vcrylllllination to J. ,, .. :
0 

• n 1942 I sat the football I broke my arm. I 1,eeainef A .. t1iof thi wo .ed "'"J r seco d , o 11<"-s examinati rn before I h : ary school. f ect I when I reached the final year ill 
Passed suceess~~ I was very e~ the result of dary school. aJJlill'tioOs '!'/· 

, y. While I was Pe~~ when I After I passed my final cX to IJJU"efSI 
PTefcct: one at Juruor secon- October 194 7 I left school and went 

of a numb . • 'tY· er of sen:or upil . . authOf'I P s m a school who are given responsibilities and s0rne 
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I. Now write down some sentences from ~e s~cture practice. 
2. Carefully r&read the sample composition, counting the number of examples of time clauses in each 

paragraph. " , 
3. Make sure you use several sentences containing time clauses in your own composition. You may 

find it useful to ref er to the sample composition while you are writing your own composition. 
4. When you have written your composition, give it to a friend to read. 

' '1 

y 

} I 
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